
Towing a trailer is demanding on your vehicle, 

your trailer and your personal driving skills. 

Follow some basic rules and you’ll tow more 

safely and have a lot more fun.

Weight Distribution
s฀฀&OR฀OPTIMUM฀HANDLING฀AND฀BRAKING�฀THE฀LOAD฀MUST฀

be properly distributed

s฀฀+EEP฀CENTER฀OF฀GRAVITY฀LOW฀FOR฀BEST฀HANDLING
s฀฀!PPROXIMATELY฀���฀OF฀THE฀ALLOWABLE฀CARGO฀WEIGHT฀

SHOULD฀BE฀IN฀THE฀FRONT฀HALF฀OF฀THE฀TRAILER฀AND฀���฀
in the rear (within limits of tongue load or king pin 

weight)

s฀฀,OAD฀SHOULD฀BE฀BALANCED฀FROM฀SIDE
TO
SIDE฀TO฀
optimize handling and tire wear

s฀฀,OAD฀MUST฀BE฀FIRMLY฀SECURED฀TO฀PREVENT฀SHIFTING฀
during cornering or braking, which could result in a 

sudden loss of control

Before Starting
s฀฀"EFORE฀SETTING฀OUT฀ON฀A฀TRIP�฀PRACTICE฀TURNING�฀

stopping and backing up your trailer in an area 

away from heavy traffic

s฀฀+NOW฀CLEARANCE฀REQUIRED฀FOR฀TRAILER฀ROOF
s฀฀#HECK฀EQUIPMENT฀�MAKE฀A฀CHECKLIST	

Backing
s฀฀"ACK฀UP฀SLOWLY�฀WITH฀SOMEONE฀SPOTTING฀NEAR฀THE฀

rear of the trailer to guide you

s฀฀0LACE฀ONE฀HAND฀AT฀BOTTOM฀OF฀STEERING฀WHEEL฀AND฀
move it in the direction you want the trailer to go

s฀฀-AKE฀SMALL฀STEERING฀INPUTS฀n฀SLIGHT฀MOVEMENT฀OF฀
steering wheel results in much greater movement 

in rear of trailer

Turning
When turning, be sure to swing wide enough to allow 

trailer to avoid curbs and other obstructions.

Braking (Also see page 27)
s฀฀!LLOW฀CONSIDERABLY฀MORE฀DISTANCE฀FOR฀STOPPING฀WITH฀

trailer attached

s฀฀2EMEMBER�฀THE฀BRAKING฀SYSTEM฀OF฀THE฀TOW฀VEHICLE฀IS฀
RATED฀FOR฀OPERATION฀AT฀THE฀'672�฀NOT฀'#72

s฀฀)F฀YOUR฀TOW฀VEHICLE฀IS฀A฀&
����฀&
3ERIES฀3UPER฀
Duty ®, or E-Series and your trailer has electric 

brakes, the optional Trailer Brake Controller (TBC) 

will help assure smooth, effective trailer braking by 

automatically proportioning the trailer braking to 

that of the towing vehicle

s฀฀)F฀YOUR฀TRAILER฀STARTS฀TO฀SWAY�฀APPLY฀BRAKE฀PEDAL฀
gradually. The sliding lever on the TBC should 

be used only for manual activation of trailer 

brakes when adjusting the gain. Misuse, such 

as application during trailer sway, could cause 

instability of trailer and/or tow vehicle

Towing On Hills
s฀฀$OWNSHIFT฀THE฀TRANSMISSION฀TO฀ASSIST฀BRAKING฀ON฀

steep downgrades and to increase power (reduce 

lugging) when climbing hills

s฀฀7ITH฀4ORQ3HIFT® transmission, select Tow/Haul Mode 

to automatically eliminate unwanted gear search 

when going uphill and help control vehicle speed 

when going downhill

Parking With A Trailer
Whenever possible, vehicles with trailers should not 

be parked on a grade. However, if it is necessary, 

place wheel chocks under the trailer’s wheels, 

following the instructions below.

s฀฀!PPLY฀THE฀FOOT฀SERVICE฀BRAKES฀AND฀HOLD
s฀฀(AVE฀ANOTHER฀PERSON฀PLACE฀THE฀WHEEL฀CHOCKS฀UNDER฀

the trailer wheels on the downgrade side

s฀฀/NCE฀THE฀CHOCKS฀ARE฀IN฀PLACE�฀RELEASE฀BRAKE฀PEDAL�฀
making sure the chocks will hold the vehicle and 

trailer

s฀฀!PPLY฀THE฀PARKING฀BRAKE
s฀฀3HIFT฀AUTOMATIC฀TRANSMISSION฀INTO฀0ARK�฀OR฀MANUAL฀

transmission into Reverse

s฀฀7ITH฀�
WHEEL฀DRIVE�฀MAKE฀SURE฀THE฀TRANSFER฀CASE฀IS฀
not in Neutral (if applicable)

Starting Out Parked On A Grade
s฀฀!PPLY฀THE฀FOOT฀SERVICE฀BRAKE฀AND฀HOLD
s฀฀3TART฀THE฀ENGINE฀WITH฀TRANSMISSION฀IN฀0ARK฀

(automatic) or Neutral (manual)

s฀฀3HIFT฀THE฀TRANSMISSION฀INTO฀GEAR฀AND฀RELEASE฀THE฀
parking brake

s฀฀2ELEASE฀THE฀BRAKE฀PEDAL฀AND฀MOVE฀THE฀VEHICLE฀
uphill to free the chocks

s฀฀!PPLY฀THE฀BRAKE฀PEDAL฀WHILE฀ANOTHER฀PERSON฀
retrieves the chocks

Acceleration And Passing
The added weight of the trailer can dramatically 

decrease the acceleration of the towing vehicle – 

exercise caution.

s฀฀7HEN฀PASSING฀A฀SLOWER฀VEHICLE�฀BE฀SURE฀TO฀ALLOW฀
extra distance. Remember, the added length of the 

trailer must clear the other vehicle before you can 

pull back in

s฀฀3IGNAL฀AND฀MAKE฀YOUR฀PASS฀ON฀LEVEL฀TERRAIN฀WITH฀
plenty of clearance

s฀฀)F฀NECESSARY�฀DOWNSHIFT฀FOR฀IMPROVED฀ACCELERATION

Driving With An Automatic  
Overdrive Transmission
With certain automatic overdrive transmissions, 

towing – especially in hilly areas – may cause 

excessive shifting between overdrive and the next 

lower gear.

s฀฀4O฀ELIMINATE฀THIS฀CONDITION฀AND฀ACHIEVE฀STEADIER฀
performance, overdrive can be locked out (see 

VEHICLE฀/WNER฀'UIDE	
s฀฀)F฀EXCESSIVE฀SHIFTING฀DOES฀NOT฀OCCUR�฀USE฀OVERDRIVE฀

to optimize fuel economy

s฀฀/VERDRIVE฀MAY฀ALSO฀BE฀LOCKED฀OUT฀TO฀OBTAIN฀ENGINE฀
braking on downgrades

s฀฀7HEN฀AVAILABLE�฀SELECT฀4OW�(AUL฀-ODE฀TO฀
automatically eliminate unwanted gear search and 

help control vehicle speed when going downhill

Driving With Speed Control
When driving uphill with a heavy load, significant 

speed drops may occur.

s฀฀!N฀�
��฀MPH฀SPEED฀DROP฀WILL฀AUTOMATICALLY฀CANCEL฀
speed control

s฀฀4EMPORARILY฀RESUME฀MANUAL฀CONTROL฀THROUGH฀THE฀
vehicle’s accelerator pedal until the terrain levels off

Tire Pressure
s฀฀5NDERINFLATED฀TIRES฀GET฀HOT฀AND฀MAY฀FAIL�฀LEADING฀TO฀

possible loss of vehicle control

s฀฀/VERINFLATED฀TIRES฀MAY฀WEAR฀UNEVENLY
s฀฀4IRES฀SHOULD฀BE฀CHECKED฀OFTEN฀FOR฀CONFORMANCE฀TO฀

recommended cold inflation pressures

Spare Tire Use
A conventional full-size spare tire is required for trailer 

towing (mini spare tires should not be used; always 

replace the spare tire with the road tire as soon as 

possible).

On The Road
After about 50 miles, stop in a protected location and 

DOUBLE
CHECK�
s฀4RAILER฀HITCH฀ATTACHMENT
s฀,IGHTS฀AND฀ELECTRICAL฀CONNECTIONS
s฀4RAILER฀WHEEL฀LUG฀NUTS฀FOR฀TIGHTNESS
s฀%NGINE฀OIL฀n฀CHECK฀REGULARLY฀THROUGHOUT฀TRIP

High Altitude Operation
'ASOLINE฀ENGINES฀LOSE฀POWER฀BY฀�
��฀PER฀�����฀FT�
ELEVATION�฀4O฀MAINTAIN฀PERFORMANCE�฀REDUCE฀'67S฀AND฀
'#7S฀BY฀��฀PER฀�����฀FT�฀ELEVATION�

Powertrain/Frontal Area 
Considerations
4HE฀CHARTS฀IN฀THIS฀'UIDE฀SHOW฀THE฀MINIMUM฀ENGINE฀SIZE฀
NEEDED฀TO฀MOVE฀THE฀'#7฀OF฀TOW฀VEHICLE฀AND฀TRAILER�
s฀฀5NDER฀CERTAIN฀CONDITIONS�฀HOWEVER�฀�E�G��฀WHEN฀THE฀

trailer has a large frontal area that adds substantial 

air drag or when trailering in hilly or mountainous 

terrain) it is wise to choose a larger engine

s฀฀3ELECTING฀A฀TRAILER฀WITH฀A฀LOW
DRAG�฀ROUNDED฀FRONT฀
design will help optimize performance and fuel 

economy

NOTE:  For additional trailering information pertaining to your 

vehicle, refer to the vehicle Owner Guide.

For the latest RV/Towing information, check 

out the Ford Fleet Web site at www.fleet.
ford.com/showroom/rv_trailer_
towing/2011/2011_default.asp

Photography, illustrations and information presented herein 
were correct when approved for printing. Ford Motor Company 
reserves the right to discontinue or change at any time the 
specifications or designs without incurring obligation. Some 
features shown or described are optional at extra cost. Some 
options are required in combination with other options. Consult 
your Dealer for the latest, most complete information on 
models, features, prices and availability.

Many of the recreational vehicles shown in this brochure 
are modified or manufactured by companies other than 
Ford Motor Company. Ford assumes no responsibility for 
such modifications or manufacturing.
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Metric Conversion – To obtain information in 

centimeters, multiply feet by 30.48; to obtain 

information in kilometers, multiply miles by 1.6.

Trailering Tips
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